Mr. Pond

Mr. Mead-Lucero

Issues in American Race & Culture

SYLLABUS

COURSE DESCRIPTION

An understudied field, Issues in American Race and Culture will attempt to provide students with a basic understanding of the social constructs of race, racism and culture.  Throughout this course you will engage the origins of race and will closely examine African American and Latin American history and sociology.  Additionally, a primary focus will be given to other underrepresented groups in American History so the lessons of the past can help influence today’s decisions. 

GRADE COMPOSITION

1) Quizzes There will frequently be written quizzes or projects which will count for 30-50 points each.

2) Class participation – Students should come to class ready to participate fully in the topic of the day.  A student’s class participation grade will be determined based on the following: Each day the student must bring all relevant class materials, contribute to the learning environment in a positive manner, be respectful of others, participate in the class discussion, complete classwork as assigned, and cooperate with partners in group work. You will receive a weekly participation points chart to fill in.  At the end of the week, you turn the chart into me and I will enter your add the scores to your total grade.  A Maximum of 15 participation points are available per week
3) Homework – The completion of each homework assignment will be recorded by the teacher.  Most assignments will be worth 5 points each unless specified by the teacher.

4) Journal – The percentage of completed journal entries will be counted as a quiz grade.  All journal entries must be written in complete sentences.

5) Tests (including group and individual projects given a test weight) generally count for 100 points.

6) The Final Exam will count for 100 points.
SCHOOL GRADING SCALE

	A+ = 97-100
	B+ = 90-91
	C+ = 82-84
	D+ = 74-75

	A = 94-96
	B = 87-89
	C = 78-81
	D = 72-73

	A- = 92-93
	B- = 85-86
	C- = 76-77
	D- = 70-71

	
	
	
	F = 0-69


CLASSROOM RULES:

1) Be in your seat when the bell rings.

2)  Discussion:

· One person speaks at a time.

· Be respectful of others opinions.

· Come prepared to participate in the discussion.

3) Copy in your notebook all notes written on the board.

4) Keep all homework, handouts, graded papers, etc. in your 3-ring binder—this binder should be brought to class everyday!

5) Bring your textbook, journal, pen/pencil and notebook to each class.  Locker passes will NOT be given to get supplies.

**Because this class will be dealing with culturally sensitive issues on a regular basis, it is important that create a tolerant classroom community in which all class members can share their opinions comfortably** 
MATERIALS
You will need the following for EVERY class unless noted by the instructor:

1) Alex Kotlowitz, There Are No Children Here
2) Luis Rodriguez, Always Running
3) A 1.5”-2”  3-ring binder with folders

4) Loose leaf lined paper

5) A college or wide ruled notebook (perforated sheets recommended)

6) Blue or black ink pens (NO Red!)

*It is critical that you have your binder by the second week of class as you will receive many handouts during this course.  
UNIT OUTLINE

Unit 1 – Setting the Stage: The constructs of Race and Culture
Unit 2 – The African American experience
Unit 3 – The Latin American Experience
Unit 4 – Arab Americans, Asian Americans, Native Americans—hey did we forget anyone?
Unit 5 – Closure
LATENESS POLICY:

Assignments will be collected at the beginning of the period.  For each day the assignment is late, one full letter grade will be deducted.  The assignment will no longer be accepted after one week.

You are responsible for missed assignments caused by any absence; such missed work must be made up as soon as possible.  You are responsible for scheduling a make-up examination.  If you fail to do this, the grade will be recorded as a ZERO.  

Homework assignments are worth 5 points each.  Late homework may be turned in within one week for half credit.

ESSAY REWRITING:

For every test you will be expected to write an essay.  You always have the opportunity to rewrite that essay once your test has been returned.  You will not receive full credit for this rewrite, but you can earn some additional points.  You will have ONE week from the day the tests are handed back to hand in your rewritten essay.

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY

Plagiarism or cheating of any kind will not be tolerated.  In all cases of academic dishonesty NO CREDIT will be given for the work/test/quiz.  Repeat offenders of this policy will be subject to further disciplinary action at the discretion of the dean.

CONTACT INFORMATION:

If you have a question, a comment, or are experiencing difficulty with this class please speak with Mr. Mead or Mr. Pond.    We are generally available before and after school, and are always willing to help.  Many homework assignments and handouts can be downloaded from the website: www.mrpond.org.  If you misplace a handout, please check the website and download it to your computer hard drive.  
Homework will be posted on www.yourhomework.com
Welcome to Issues in American Race and Culture!
